
 
 

Books on this list are currently being read by area teens and are available in the 

Young Adult fiction section of the Flagler County Public Library. 

 

 
BOOK SCALE : &     No Opinion - You Be the Judge  

&&     So-So    
&&&   Not Bad   
&&&&    Even Better   
&&&&&   Awesome, Donôt Pass Up 

   
 

  

  

Mistletoe 

Hailey Abbott 

 

Four holiday stories by YA authors Hailey, Abbot, Melissa de la Cruz, Aimee 

Friedman and Nina Malkin about the magic of the season and love.   Tales range from 

a Jewish girl who finds the guy of her dreams while working in a department store as 

an elf to a celebrity who meets a mysterious girl on New Yearôs Eve.   Recommendation:  & . 

 

 

 

Rubyôs Imagine 

Kim Antieau  

 

Ruby is a child of nature who communicates with sparrows, trees and butterflies 

even in the heart of her New Orleans neighborhood.  Big Oak told Ruby Butterfly 

and Ruby Butterfly told Ruby the girl that a storm was coming.  But how can Ruby 

the girl tell everyone else?  Her grandmother, Mammaloose, will say it is Rubyôs 

imagine and not real.  This storm is not make-believe.  It is coming hard and strong and set to 

destroy everything in its path.  If the storm is real, maybe Rubyôs memories are too.   When 

Hurricane Katrina hits and all seems lost, Mammaloose begins to reveal secrets she has kept from 

Ruby for years.  Recommendation:  & . 

 

 

Persistence of Memory  (Older Teens) 

Amelia Atwater-Rhodes 

 

Erin Mirahe wants to be like anyone else in her new school, but she has more to 

worry about than school and making new friends.  In times of stress, Erin is 

overcome by her alter ego, Shevaun, whose violent behavior wreaks havoc on those 

around her.  Erin never remembers anything about these episodes. When an old 

friend comes back into Erinôs life, he insists that Shevaun is a vampire who exists apart from Erin.  

Shevaun has dangerous allies, like Adjila, and they are determined to sever Shevaunôs connection 

to Erin once and for all.  Recommendation:  && . 
 



 

 

Candor  (Older Teens) 

Pam Bachorz 

 

In the model community of Candor, Florida, every teen wants to be like Oscar 

Banks.  The son of the townôs founder, Oscar earns straight As, is the student body 

president and is in demand for every club and cause.  But Oscar has a secret.  He 

knows that parents bring their teens to Candor to make them respectful, compliant 

and perfect through subliminal messages that carefully correct and control their behavior.  Oscar 

has built a business sabotaging his fatherôs scheme with messages of his own, getting his clients out 

before they are turned.  After all, who would ever suspect the perfect Oscar Banks?  Then he 

meets Nia, the girl he canôt stand to see changed.  Will Oscar risk exposure to save her?  

Recommendation:  & . 

 

 

Peter and the Sword of Mercy 

Dave Barry & Ridley Pearson 

 

Book #4 in the Peter and the Starcatchers series.   It has been twenty-three years since 

Peter and the Lost Boys returned to the island from Rundoon.  They have not aged a 

day, but the grown-up Molly has married George Darling and is raising three 

children.   One night, a visitor knocks at Mollyôs door.  It is James, one of Peterôs 

original Lost Boys, who now works for Scotland Yard.  He thinks that Prince Albert Edward, the 

heir to Englandôs throne, may be under the influence of Lord Ombra, the leader of the shadow 

creatures.  He is searching for the starstuff that fell to London many centuries ago and believed to 

be hidden underground in a secret vault.  Only the Sword of Mercy, a legendary weapon, can 

open the vault.  Molly and James are determined to protect the starstuff but, when they suddenly 

disappear, it will be up to Mollyôs daughter, Wendy, to save them and keep the starstuff out of the 

Othersô clutches.   She has heard rumors about a flying boy named Peter Pan, and he may be 

Wendyôs only hope of saving her mother and the world.    Recommendation:  &&&&& .    

 
 

Exodus 

Julie Bertagna 

 

In 2099, earthôs ice caps are melting, and the world as we know it will no longer exist.  

Cities have disappeared beneath the seas, technology has ceased, and human 

civilization is becoming more primitive.  On an isolated island, the people of Wing are 

trying to save their existence. It will be up to fifteen year-old Mara to find a way to 

lead them to a new beginning in the Sky Cities.  First, she will have to find a way through the 

netherworld and face the ratbashers and treenesters.  Zenith continues the terrifying fight for 

survival in the sequel to Exodus.  Mara and the refugees sail over the perilous Atlantic Sea in 

search of land in the mountains of Greenland to call home.  Recommendation:  &&& . 
 

 

Geektastic, Stories from the Nerd Herd 

Holly Black & Cecil Castellucci 

 

Authors Black and Castellucci have united in geekdom to bring together stories from 

some of the bestselling and most promising young adult writers.  This collection 



includes:  M. T. Anderson, Libba Bray, Cassandra Clare, John Green, Cynthia & Greg Leitich 

Smith, David Levithan, Kelly Link, Barry Lyga, Tracy Lynn, Wendy Mass, Garth Nix, Scott 

Westerfeld, Lisa Yee and Sara Zarr.  Recommendation:  &&& . 

 

 

The Guardian of the Gate 

Richard Blackburn  

 

Jenny Cowan is on a holiday with her aunt when it takes an unexpected turn while 

visiting Stonehenge.   It is the midsummer solstice, and Jenny just happens to be 

standing in the wrong spot when a combination of time and Druid magic suddenly 

transports her to the year 1347.  Gwenelda, the ancient Gatekeeper, who should have prevented 

this, intends to keep Jenny hidden in the safety of her cave, until the next time warp.   But fate is 

against them, and Jenny will have to use her wits (and martial arts) to help her survive.   

Recommendation:  &&& . 

 

 
  

Pretty Dead    (Older Teens) 

Francesca Lia Block 

 

Charlotte Emerson is a lonely seventeen-year old and something is happening, 

consuming her from the inside out.  Is it the memory of her brother, the return of her 

first love, or the brooding Jared?  Could something be transforming her?  You see, 

Charlotte is also a vampire, and she has not felt human in almost a century.    Recommendation:  

& . 

 

 

 

The Remarkable & Very True Story of Lucy & Snowcap 

H. M. Bouwman 

 

Set in fictional islands off northeast America in 1787, this story features two twelve 

year-old girls from different cultures:  one a native islander and one English.  The 

girls join forces on a journey to save themselves, their people and one special baby.  

The story is part historical, based on convicts who were sent to the Americas before the 

Revolutionary War and Australiaôs history, and part fantasy.    Recommendation:  & . 

 

 

 

Beauty Shop for Rent . . . fully equipped, inquire within 

Laura Bowers 

 

Abbey Garner is used to killing time by reading questions from the tabloids in 

Granny Poôs struggling beauty shop.  Granny would like to retire and rent out the 

shop.  But Abbey is there to work and get a head start on the million dollars she 

intends to earn by the time she is thirty-five.  Abbey does not have much time for 

boyfriends, parties or hanging out with friends.  When Gena arrives and rents the beauty parlor 

and turns it into a modern day spa, Abbey now has a chance to make some real money.  Her goal 

seems to fade into the background when her long-lost mother suddenly shows up with a wild 

scheme of her own, and Abbey loans her savings to her mother.  The mother soon disappears, and 



Abbeyôs search turns up a lot of unpleasant truths and family secrets.    Recommendation:  

&&& .  

 

 
 

Fat Cat 

Robin Brande 

 

You are what you eat.  Catherine (Cat) Locke before:  Smart, funny, fat.  Cat after:  

Smart, funny, hot.  Whatôs her secret?  A science experiment with Cat as the guinea 

pig.  Cat is determined to win the prize at the science fair and outshine her former 

friend, Matt McKinney.  Can her combination of brains and bravery help Cat 

avenge herself against the guy who broke her heart and maybe even turn him into an experiment 

of her own?  Recommendation:  &&& . 

 

 
 

The Eternal Kiss, 13 Vampire Tales of Blood and Desire  (Older Teens) 

Libba Bray et al 

 

Supernatural forces and desires come alive in these vampire tales by thirteen young 

adult authors.  Like love, the adventures are never safe and hungers never die, and 

chances are taken.  Featuring the short story work of Kelley Armstrong, Holly Black, 

Libba Bray, Sarah Rees Breenan, Rachel Caine, Cecil Castelluci, Cassandra Clare, 

Melissa de la Cruz, Nancy Holder & Debbie Viguie, Dina James, Karen Mahoney, Maria V. 

Snyder and Lili St. Crow.   A ñfangtasticò read for fans of vampire stories.    Recommendation:  

&&&& . 

 

 
 

Going Bovine    (Older Teens) 

Libba Bray  

 

All sixteen year-old Cameron wants is to get through high school and life in general 

with a minimum of effort.  It is not a lot to ask, but that is before he is given some 

bad news.  He is sick, and he is going to die, which totally sucks.  Hope arrives in the 

winged form of Dulcie, a loopy punk angel/possible hallucination with a bad sugar 

habit.  She tells Cam there is a cure if he is willing to go in search of it. With the help of Gonzo, a 

death-obsessed, video-gaming dwarf, and a yard gnome who just might be the Viking god Balder, 

Cam sets off on the mother of all road trips through a twisted America into the heart of what 

matters most.  Recommendation:  & .  

 

 
 

Ex-mas, A Love/Hate Story 

Kate Brian 

 

Seventeen year-old Lila Beckwithôs parents are leaving for a brief vacation, and 

Lilaôs all set to throw the biggest holiday party of the season until  her little brother, 

Cooper, spills the beans to their parents.  Lila is furious with him but knows she 

cannot retaliate for fear of being grounded for life and, worse, never getting that 



long-promised car from her parents.  So, she does the next best thing and nonchalantly drops an 

article on the coffee table about global warming and how it is melting the North Pole.  Christmas-

obsessed Cooper and his best friend, Tyler, take the article to heart and decide to runaway on a 

mission to save Santa.  Now Lila is face with having to get Cooper safely home before her parents 

get back on Christmas Eve.  But the only person who can help her is Tylerôs older brother, Beau, 

her ex-boyfriend.  It will take more than a Christmas miracle for Lila and Beau to overcome their 

differences and find their fugitive brothers.  Recommendation:  &&&& . 

 

 

 

The Private Series  (Older Teens) 

Kate Brian 

 

The saga of a posh co-ed boarding school where nothing is as perfect as it 

seems.  Follow Reed Brennan, a scholarship student from Pennsylvania, as 

she tries to fit in with the popular Billings Girls at Easton.  

Recommendation:  & .  Books in the series:  Invitation Only, Untouchable, Confessions, Inner 

Circle, Legacy, Ambition, Revelation, Last Christmas, Paradise Lost, Suspicion and Scandal. 

 

 

 

Hate List    (Older Teens)  

Jennifer Brown 

 

Five months ago, Valerie Leftmanôs boyfriend opened fire on their school cafeteria.  

She was shot trying to stop him and also saved the life of a classmate in the process.  

Now she is implicated in the shootings because of the list she helped create - a hate list.  

He used the list to pick his targets.  After a summer of seclusion, Valerie will have to come to grips 

with the tragedy that took place and her role in it.  Recommendation:  & . 

 

 

 

A Thousand Never Evers     

Shana Burg 

 

This is the story of twelve-year-old Addie Ann Pickett set in Kuckachoo, Mississippi, 

in 1963.  When she commits a careless act that leads to her brotherôs disappearance, 

Addie Ann, Mama and Uncle Bump are left to struggle on not knowing whether Elias 

is dead or alive.  ñAll I did was laugh at her hat, a couple giggles plus a snort.  And now, truth be 

told, nothingôs funny at all.  My big brotherôs gone, maybe forever, and the white folks have stolen 

whatôs ours.  Mama and me fill the well with our tears, while Uncle Bump blows grief out his 

harmonica.ò  Recommendation:  &&&& . 

 

 

 

Broadway Lights 

Jen Calonita 

 

The latest book in Calonitaôs Secrets of My Hollywood Life 

series.  Teen Hollywood starlet Kaitlin Burke is off to the Big 



Apple to make her Broadway debut.  She will hit the best  nightspots, enjoy the best cupcakes 

(Magnolia Bakery)  and co-host a Saturday Night Live show with her former Family Affairs co-star 

Skye MacKenzie.  Unfortunately, she will have to leave her dreamy boyfriend, Austin, for the 

summer, struggle with her stage acting ability and a resentful cast member, put up with the 

bickering Liz and Skye, and join forces with Skye in the tabloid catfights brought on by LAVA.  

Will all this be too much for Kai tlin and how will it put a strain on her relationship with Austin?  

Other books in the series:  Secrets of My Hollywood Life, Secrets of My Hollywood Life ï Family 

Affair, and Secrets of My Hollywood Life- On Location.  Recommendation:  &&& . 
  

 

 
Duplikate 

Cherry Cheva 

 

By the time Kate Larson accidentally fell asleep at three A.M., she had already done 

more work in one night than the average high school senior does in a week.  Getting 

into Yale has been her dream for years and being overworked and under-rested is 

the price of admission.  But, when she opens her eyes the next morning, she comes 

face-to-face with her computer-generated twin.  Kate does not know why the twin is there or how 

to put her back where she belongs, but she is real and the last thing Kate wants to deal with right 

now.   Could having a double be so bad?  After all, two Kates can do more work than one.  Or will 

it turn into a nightmare?  Recommendation:  & .  

 

 

Oh. My. Gods.  

Tera Lynn Childs 

 

Phoebe Castro has great plans for her senior year, which includes winning an athletic 

scholarship to the college her two best friends will also attend in the fall.  But her 

motherôs sudden return from Greece with a fiancé in tow changes everything.  Mom 

plans to move them to a tiny island off the coast of Greece where her soon-to-be 

husband is the headmaster of an academy for descendants of the Greek gods and goddesses.  This 

is so not in her plan.  Recommendation:  &&&& . 

 

 

Tombstone Tea 

Joanne Dahme 
 

Jessie is the new girl in town.  Her parents moved from Doylestown to Philadelphia to 

establish an experimental high school near the Laurel Hill Cemetery.  She is nervous 

about making new friends, especially if she happens to ñdrop outò periodically.  

Desperate to be a part of the óin crowd,ò she agrees to spend the night in the 

cemetery, collecting rubbings from ten gravestones.  Once inside the dark and scary burial 

ground, she meets Paul, a handsome young ñcaretaker.ò  He tells Jessie that she is just in time to 

see a group of actors rehearse for the next nightôs fund-raising performance of ñTombstone Teaò 

where actors impersonate the people buried in the cemetery.    ñWhat better time than in the middle 

of the night, when the cemetery seems to come alive all on its own?ò he insists.    After an encounter 

with Adam Forepaugh, Jessie quickly realizes that the ñactorsò are really the ghosts of men and 

women buried in the cemetery, and they want to communicate with her.  Recommendation:  

&&&&.  Fans of TVôs Ghost Whisperer and Medium will find this an enjoyable read. 

 



 

A La Carte 

Tanita S. Davis 

 

Seventeen year-old Lainey dreams of becoming a world famous chef one day and 

maybe even having her own cooking show.  The field is wide open for stardom.  But 

when her best friend and secret crush suddenly leaves town, Lainey finds herself 

alone in the kitchen.  With a little help from Saint Julia (Childs), Lainey seeks solace 

in her cooking as she comes to terms with the past and begins a new recipe for the future.   

Recommendation:  & . 

 

 

Angels on Sunset Boulevard       

Melissa De La Cruz 

 

The Angels Practice, or TAP, is a kind of cult with no rules or records. It started out 

innocently as a website that dishes the dirt on the kids of Sunset Boulevard and 

beyond.  But now it has become something more.  Rumors abound of a special drink 

handed out at the parties that tap into otherworldly sensations.  Taj and her rocker boyfriend, 

Johnny, are TAP elite.  When she meets preppie outsider Nick at a party, she doesnôt give him a 

second thought until Johnny goes missing along with Nickôs sister.  Suddenly the two are teaming 

together to question TAPôs darker side.  Does Taj know more than she is letting on?  

Recommendation:  &&& . 

 

 

Vamped   (Older Teens) 

Lucienne Diver  

 

Gina Covello has a list of perks and pitfalls of a vamp life:  eternal youth and beauty, 

free designer clothes, a hot new boyfriend, no reflection and vampire vixen, 

Mellisande, has taken an interest in her boyfriend and is now transforming the entire 

high school into her own personal vampire army.  She will just have to save everyone 

from fashion disasters and other fates worse than death.  Recommendation:  & . 

 
 

Sleepless   (Older Teens) 

Thomas Fahy 

 

Emma Montgomery has been having gruesome nightmares.  Even worse, when she 

wakes up, she isnôt where she was when she fell asleep.  And sheôs not the only one.  

One by one the students of Saint Opportuna High start having the nightmares, and 

sleepwalking.  And the next morning one of their classmates turns up dead.  

Recommendation:  &&& . 

 

 

Initiation  

Susan Fine 

 

Mauricio Londonoôs goal for his freshman year at St. Stephenôs is simple:  basic 

survival.  But despite his efforts to tiptoe through the school year, Mauricio canôt 

resist the allure of the world inhabited by his precocious classmates and the drama 



that plays out on FaceSpace.  When a cruel digital scheme sweeps through the school, Mauricio 

not only becomes one of its victims but also starts to think that maybe it is not so bad to be honest 

about who he really is.  Recommendation:  & . 

 
 

Hush, Hush   (Older Teens) 

Becca Fitzpatrick 

 

Romance was not part of Nora Greyôs plan.  She has never been particularly 

attracted to the boys at her school, no matter how hard her best friend, Vee, pushes 

them at her.  Not until Patch comes along.  With his easy smile and eyes that seem to 

see inside her, Patch draws Nora to him against her better judgment.  But after a 

series of terrifying encounters, Noraôs not sure whom to trust.  Patch seems to be everywhere she 

is and seems to know more about her than her closest friends.  She canôt decide whether she 

should fall into his arms or run and hide.  And when she tries to seek some answers, she finds  

herself near a truth that is way more unsettling than anything Patch makes her feel.  She is caught 

in the middle of an ancient battle between the immortal and those who have fallen and, when it 

comes to choosing sides, the wrong choice may cost Nora her life.  Recommendation:  & . 

 

 

Stoneheart (#1) 

Charlie Fletcher 

 

A city has many lives and layers.  London has more than most.  Not all the layers are 

underground, and not all the lives belong to the living.  A twelve year-old boy named 

George Chapman is about to find this out the hard way.  On a school trip, he is 

punished for something he did not do.  In a tiny act of rebellion, he lashes out at a 

small carving on the wall, and it breaks off. Then something horrible does happen ï a stone 

Pterodactyl unpeels from the wall and starts chasing him.  George is already running before his 

mind starts trying to tell him this is impossible.  Recommendation:  &&& . 

 
 

Ironhand (#2) 

Charlie Fletcher 

 

Now that George Chapman has upset the fragile truce between the warring statues 

of London, he has been drawn into a war that will test his mettle.  He and Edi, a 

glint who can see the past, may have succeeded in their quest to find the Stoneheart, 

but their journey is far from over.  Edie and the Gunner, a statue of a World War I 

soldier, have been captured by the Walker, and it is up to George to save them.  But first he must 

deal with the three strange veins made of marble, bronze, and stone that have begun to grow out 

of his hand and curl around his wrist.  Legend has it that, unless he successfully completes three 

challenges, the veins will continue up his forearm and eventually pierce through his heart.  As 

George struggles to find the strength within to face the choice he has made, to take the Hard Way, 

he is determined to use his power for good even as others wish to harness it for its great potential 

for evil.  Recommendation:  &&& . 

 

 

 

Ten Cents a Dance   (Older Teens) 

Christine Fletcher 



 

It is Chicago 1941.  Ruby Jacinskiôs mother has become too ill to work, and she is forced to drop 

out of school to support her family.  Her dull factory job makes life feel like one long dead end 

until she meets neighborhood bad boy Paulie Suelze.  Soon Ruby discovers how to make money, 

lots of money, while wearing silk and satin and doing what she does best:  dancing.  Paid ten cents 

a dance to lead lonely men around a dance hall floor, Ruby thinks she has finally found a way out 

of Chicagoôs tenements until swinging with the hepcats turns into swimming with the sharks.  

Recommendation:  &&&& . 

 

 
 

Wizards:  Magical Tales from the Masters of Modern Fantasy 

Neil Gaiman et al 

 

Twelve never before published tales of wizards from some of todayôs popular young 

adults authors of fantasy. Among them are Orson Scott Card, Eoin Colfer, Tanith 

Lee and Garth Nix.  Gaiman offers ñThe Witchôs Headstoneò which tells the tale of 

an eight year-old boy who learns the power of kindness from a long dead sorceress.    

In Nixôs ñHolly and Iron,ò only one woman possesses two kinds of magic which is enough to unite 

two kingdoms.   And a famished dove spins a tale worthy of a meal, but not the truth, in ñA Fowl 

Taleò by Colfer.  Recommendation:  & . 
 

 

 

Princess of the Midnight Ball 

Jessica Day George 

 

A retelling of the tale of twelve princesses doomed to dance at midnight balls until 

dawn for the wicked King Under Stone in his palace deep within the earth.  It is a 

curse that has haunted the girls since their birth and only death will set them free.   

Rose, the eldest sister, meets Galen a young soldier returning from the war, and 

together they search for a way to break the curse.   All they need is one invisibility cloak, a black 

wool chain knit with enchanted silver needles and true love to conquer their foes.  But evil forces 

are also working against them above ground.   Will they be able to defeat the under and above 

ground evil forces and live in a brighter world?    Recommendation:  & . 

 

 

 

Death by Latte   (Older Teens) 

Linda Gerber 

 

It was only a few weeks ago when Aphra Connollyôs life changed completely.  She had 

been living a quiet existence at her fatherôs secluded island resort until Seth Mulo 

turned up, stole her heart and provided information that led to her mom in Seattle. 

But the reunion isnôt quite what she expected.  Aphraôs mom, Natalie, doesnôt seem 

happy to see her, and Natalieôs partner, Joe, insists that Aphra go home.  Even worse, Seth 

shows up, only to ask her to return the ring he gave her a few weeks ago.  At least Natalieôs 

neighbor is sympathetic.  When Joe is found dead at a nearby coffee shop, Aphra 

discovers her whole trip to Seattle has been based on a lie.  And now someone just might 

be trying to kill her.   Recommendation:  &&&& .  Also available ï Death by Bikini. 

 


